
THIS BULLETIN IS PROUDLY SPONSORED  
BY THE RODMOR TRUST

RECENTLY THE NZERF HAS:
• Organised and ran the 2018 Rodmor Trust Lecture 

Series
• Received the 2018 Research Grant applications
• Awarded 3 new Research Grants, with another 

under consideration
• Monitored on-going research grants
• Distributed the Spring 2018 Bulletin
• Published results of the Survey of Research Priorities 
• Published and distributed the booklet “The Foal”
• Published the “History of NZERF”

UP-COMING ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
• Award the Valachi Downs Young Achiever Scholarship
• Award the Jonathan Hope Equine Veterinarian 

Scholarships
• Award the Massey Veterinary Student Scholarships
• Award a Vet-Farrier Scholarship
• Monitor on-going research grants
• Publish the Autumn 2019 Bulletin
• Organise the 2019 Rodmor Trust Lecture Series
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NEW PUBLICATION:A HISTORY 
OF THE NZERF 1976 - 2017
A book documenting the NZ Equine Research Foundation’s proud history dating back to 1976 has been 
compiled with passion and care by one of the Board’s longest serving Members and past Chairman, 
Dr John O’Flaherty. 

The NZERF Board is made up of representatives from all major areas of the NZ equine Industry and 
therefore has a very close awareness of the specific needs and directions for equine research. The 
Board also ensures that the resulting knowledge and outcomes of this research are presented back to 
the industry in plain terms.

The NZERF’s activities also aim 
to promote the advancement of 
talented people within the industry 
through scholarships, travel funds, 
booklets and the lecture series.

The equine industry is founded on 
extremely long-standing, traditional 
principles of horsemanship and 
animal husbandry. Many of these 
principles have been passed on 
from generation to generation and 
have a sound basis. However, 
some of the traditional horseman’s 
principles are not based on any 
strong evidence and if the industry is 
to progress or even maintain parity 
internationally it must challenge its 
methods with scientifically based 
studies. Progress can only be made 
if the equine industry is prepared to 
continue to invest in research and 
development, as is the case with 
any business or industry.

As was clearly outlined in the recent 
Messara Report regarding the NZ 
Racing Industry, the need for bodies 
such as the NZERF is vital to the 
long-term success of the industry.

The NZERF Board recently held its September Board meeting in Cambridge and after the business 
session hosted a small social functioan to officially launch the “History of NZERF” publication. The 
purpose of the function was also to acknowledge the support that the NZERF has received from so 
many people and organisations over the years and to recognise the contribution that Dr John O’Flaherty 
has made to NZERF. John officially retired from the Board at the September meeting after 32 years of 
service, including 5 years as Chairman.
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RESEARCH GRANT: THE EFFECT OF ENDOGENOUS 
PROGESTERONE CONCENTRATIONS IN EARLY 
DIOESTRUS ON THE 16-DAY PREGNANCY RATE OF 
THOROUGHBRED MARES
Dave Hanlon
It has become common practice for Thoroughbred mares bred 
throughout the world to be administered progesterone or synthetic 
progestogens (e.g. ‘Regumate’) early in the post-ovulatory period until 
their first pregnancy scan at around 14-16 days post-ovulation. In those 
mares diagnosed pregnant at this examination, it is also not uncommon 
for them to continue receiving supplementation up until 42-45 days of 
pregnancy. Whilst it is difficult to determine the exact proportion of mares 
receiving such treatments, anecdotal evidence from the Waikato region, 
Hunter Valley (Australia) and Kentucky (USA), suggests that between 
30 to 100% of mares on different stud farms are supplemented with 
progestogens. This practice is largely based on the belief that mares 
with ‘suboptimal’ circulating progesterone levels are unlikely to maintain 
their pregnancy, and therefore will not be detectably pregnant at their 
first routine pregnancy scan. Put simply, mares are supplemented with 
progestogens because there is an expectation that this will improve their 
pregnancy rate. Supplementing mares with oral or injectable forms of 
progestogens is very expensive, with daily treatment costs of up to $15 
per day depending upon the product used.

Currently there is no scientific data available to support the practice of 
routine progestogen supplementation in the early post-ovulatory period. 
A landmark study, published by Professor Irvine from New Zealand in 
1990, clearly showed that pregnancy loss in the mare between days 
17 and 42 of pregnancy is rarely caused by insufficient progesterone. 

Pregnancy losses that do occur during this period are likely to have 
other underlying causes. Despite this evidence, supplementation with 
progestogens remains commonplace. 

There are no scientific studies that have specifically investigated the 
association between progesterone concentrations in the early dioestrus 
period (day 5-7 post-ovulation) and pregnancy rates. This project will 
provide important evidence to support or refute the widespread practice 
of progestogen supplementation in early pregnancy in mares. The study 
will be performed during the 2018 breeding season on five different 
Thoroughbred stud farms in the Waikato region. A single blood sample 
will be collected from 300 individual mares, 7 days after ovulation and 
analysed for progesterone concentrations on the same day. The aim of 
the project is to determine whether there is any association between 
blood progesterone concentrations 7 days after ovulation, and the 
chance of a mare conceiving on the same cycle.   

Dr Dave Hanlon is the recipient of a NZERF Research Grant for this 
project. Dr Hanlon has also been awarded the 2018 Professor Irvine 
Memorial Scholarship.

Dr Dave Hanlon, specialist in theriogenology at Matamata Veterinary Services

APPLY FOR RESEARCH GRANTS FROM:

THE NEW ZEALAND EQUINE
 RESEARCH FOUNDATION

Applications are invited from interested people  
for funding of projects in the field of

Equine Research
Application forms are available from:

The Secretary
NZ Equine Research Foundation

P O Box 52
Palmerston North 4440

Email: nzerf@xtra.co.nz 
www.nzerf.co.nz

Applicants must complete the forms provided in the 
prescribed manner and return to the Secretary

NO LATER THAN 30TH APRIL EACH YEAR
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New Foal Booklet Out Now 
The NZ Equine Research Foundation is very pleased to announce that their latest booklet, “The Foal” 
written by Dr Jane Axon, has now been published. This is an exceptionally informative booklet with 
wonderful photographs which will be a very useful reference for anyone involved in the breeding 
of horses. 

The NZERF is indebted to Dr Axon for agreeing to write a booklet on this very important topic. She is a 
world-renown authority on foal medicine and has gone to great lengths to present valuable information 
in a very readable format. Until her recent retirement Jane was a Director and Senior Veterinarian at 
the Clovelly Intensive Care Unit at the Scone Equine Hospital in Australia. In 2011 Jane presented the 
NZERF Annual Lecture Series “All about Foals” on this topic.

Copies of “The Foal” have been circulated to Equine Veterinary Practices for free distribution to horse 
breeders. In addition, the NZ Thoroughbred Breeders Association and NZ Standardbred Breeders 
Association have received copies for their members. If you have not yet received a copy and would like 
one please contact the NZERF office by emailing nzerf@xtra.co.nz or calling 021 555 954.

Presentation to Peter Timoney
Recently Dr Andrew Grierson, Chief Veterinary Liaison for both NZ 
Thoroughbred Racing and Harness Racing NZ, presented a gift to 
Professor Peter Timoney from the Gluck Equine Research Center in 
Lexington, Kentucky. The gift was presented on behalf of the NZ equine 
industry in appreciation of Professor Timoney’s longstanding service to 
the health and wellbeing of the NZ horse. Professor Timoney’s major 
interests include equine viral arteritis (EVA), contagious equine metritis 
(CEM) and equine herpes virus-related diseases. Professor Timoney 
was consulted extensively and has assisted greatly in the eradication of 
EVA from New Zealand.

THE FOAL
    BY DR JANE AXON

RRP
$30

SUPPORT THE

NEW ZEALAND 
EQUINE RESEARCH FOUNDATION

AND PROVIDE A BETTER TOMORROW 
FOR OUR HORSES

ISBN 978-0-473-44538-6
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Andrew Grierson presenting a gift to Professor Peter Timoney on behalf of the 
NZEHA and NZERF

NZ Veterinary Association 
Conference, Hamilton, 
18-21 June 2018
The New Zealand Equine Veterinary Association (NZEVA) participated 
in this multi-discipline conference which attracted 829 veterinarians and 
vet nurses as well as another 330 industry representatives from around 
NZ and overseas. Of the attending veterinarians 86 were members of 
the NZEVA. The facilities at Claudelands are excellent for a multistream 
event of this size and the large trade display that is always an important 
part of such conferences. The equine program included a new initiative 
that was introduced this year, allowing equine researchers to give brief 
outlines of their work and results. All the researchers gave excellent 
presentations and it was very pleasing to see that 6 of the 9 researchers 
presenting were undertaking projects supported by the NZ Equine 
Research Foundation.  These speakers were:   

• Dr Barbara Hunter on “Thoroughbred yearling Laryngeal 
Ultrasonography”

• Ms Olivia Patty on “Streptococcus equi subsp. zooepidemicus”

• Dr Alexandra Leander on “Mesenchymal Stem Cells”

• Dr Lee Morris on “Semen purification using nanoparticle technology”

• Dr Erica Gee reported on Charlotte Bolwell’s “Leptospirosis in 
horses”

• Ms Emily Grout on “Molecular detection of Pathogens in horses”

The other three researchers presenting were 

• Dr Chris Rogers on “Catastrophic Musculoskeletal injuries in 
racehorses”

• Prof Chris Riley on “Injuries associated with road transport of 
horses”

• Dr Fred Pauwels on “Enhanced computed tomography of distal 
limbs”

The research sessions were very well received by those attending the 
conference and it was a great opportunity for veterinarians to become 
aware of the equine research currently being done in New Zealand.
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2018 RODMOR TRUST LECTURE SERIES:
REHABILITATION OF THE PERFORMANCE HORSE
Frances J Peat, BVSc, MS, PGC CertSc
Two of our Board members have reported on the recently completed 
Rodmor Trust Lecture Series, “Rehabilitation of the Performance 
Horse”, presented by Dr Frances Peat. 

The series began at Addington Raceway in Christchurch, where Bruce 
Graham (NZ Standardbred Breeders Association nominee) reported 
a good attendance of approximately seventy horse people and 
veterinarians. Dr Peat delivered some very professional presentations 
covering rehabilitation considerations for bone and joint injuries, 
rehabilitation considerations for soft tissue injuries, what can be done 
for a horse with neck, back or pelvic pain, and finally therapeutic tools 
and techniques. 

Dr Peat was an excellent speaker and held the attention of the whole 
audience throughout the afternoon. Members of the audience could 
relate to the information being presented because they had been 
through it with their own horses, as indicated by the questions from the 
floor and the positive discussions that were taking place throughout 
the room. Dr Peat’s presentation was one of the best NZERF Lecture 
Series that Bruce had attended, and judging by the number of people 
who stopped at the desk on their way out to comment on how much 
they enjoyed the afternoon, this was clearly the majority view of those 
who attended. 

Dr Tim Pearce (NZERF Board Chairman) attended the Lecture Series 
in Palmerston North and Hamilton, which were both well attended, 
bringing the total of attendees for the entire Lecture Series to 
approximately 220 people. 

Dr Pearce reported that Dr Peat’s talks provided a large number of 
take-home messages, with many excellent videos demonstrating her 

key points very well.  She presented on the principles of rehabilitation, 
defined as the most efficient and timely return to full function and 
previous performance following injury.  The key parts to this process 
involved

1) Accurate diagnosis of the injury.

2) Limitation of the initial inflammatory process by immediate 
intervention.

3) Enhancing the repair of damaged tissues.

4) Re-loading damaged tissues and re-establishing full function.

Dr Peat discussed the value of various imaging modalities in obtaining 
an accurate diagnosis and the intensive use of iced water immersion 
when dealing with the initial inflammation, with 20-minute sessions 
advocated every 2 hours for the first 3 days post injury. This treatment 
was more effective than anything else for minimising the disruption to 
tissues and the size of the resulting scar. She also advocated the early 
use of anti-inflammatory drugs and rest.

Dr Peat detailed specific joint and bone injuries and the availability 
of many biological products to enhance the healing process. This 
discussion was then expanded to include tendon and ligament injuries, 
followed by injuries involving the spine and pelvis. She discussed 
at length the value of controlled exercise and particularly the use of 
under-water treadmills in the rehabilitation process, stressing the need 
not to over-tire the horse, particularly early on.

Overall, early diagnosis and appropriate treatment of the problem will 
ultimately result in less disruption of the horse’s long-term career.

Dr Frances Peat presenting at the 2018 Rodmor Lecture Series.

Young Achiever Award
Kindly Sponsored by Valachi Downs Stud

Applications close on 31 October, 2018, for the Valachi Downs Stud 
Young Achiever Award. This annual award of $15,000 is available to 
assist an individual under the age of 35 years further their career in 
the equine industry. Applications will be accepted from, but are not 
limited to, the following:
• A post-graduate, masters or honours student undertaking study or 

research in an area of equine science
• An individual pursuing any specialized equine study or course 

(including farriery)
• An individual committed to embarking on a career in the equine 

industry
• An individual already contributing to the equine industry who wishes 

to further their career 
Applications must be made on the Valachi Downs Stud Young 
Achiever Award application form available from the NZERF Office or 
from the website. Applicants will be expected to show evidence of 
both their commitment to the equine industry and other attributes that 
would make them appropriate recipients of the Valachi Downs Stud 
Young Achiever Award. 
Closing date 31 October each year
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RESEARCH GRANT: AN INVESTIGATION OF WASTAGE IN 
THE STANDARDBRED INDUSTRY
Jasmine Tanner
Harness racing is the 2nd largest equine racing industry worldwide, second only 
to Thoroughbred racing. Although there are a few similarities in the management 
of Thoroughbred and Standardbred horses, these two equine industries have 
major differences including breeding technique, type of physiological workload, 
methods of training and racing, as well as different training and racing surfaces. 
To date most research pertaining to horse training and racing, and the reasons 
why horses leave training, has focussed on Thoroughbred race horses; this 
includes two comprehensive reports funded by the New Zealand Equine 
Research Foundation. 

The previous three decades has seen a global decline in the number of mares 
bred and subsequent foals born in both the Thoroughbred and Standardbred 
racing industries. Within the New Zealand Standardbred industry, the number 
of foals born in 1995 was 3,555, compared to 2015 when the number of foals 
dropped below 2,000 for the first time with only 1,945 foals born. In order to 
maintain a sustainable racing industry as the number of breeding stock declines, 
there needs to be a focus on optimising the successful utilisation of foals for 
racing. The identification of reasons why horses leave training prior to racing, 
and of the risk factors associated with injuries and diseases that occur during 
training, is important for industry viability as well as for the obvious consideration 
of equine welfare. In the long term the racing industries will need to address the 
number of horses failing to race and to introduce better traceability of horses 
throughout the production system; indeed this was highlighted in the recently-
released Messara Report. To date there is little published research relating to the 
training and racing of Standardbred horses in NZ and the associated losses that 
occur during this process. 

This study will follow Standardbred horses in training to identify areas of 
wastage in the Harness racing industry from the time horses enter training 
up to and including racing. This will involve the recruitment of trainers in both 
the North and South Island (Canterbury has the majority of Standardbreds 
trained in NZ) to follow the horses as they enter and leave their training (or pre-
training) establishments over the period of one year. Trainers will be contacted 

on a monthly basis to establish which horses are currently at their training 
establishments. 

Initial data collected from trainers will include the identification of horses in 
work, the typical training work load of each horse, the type of training surface 
available, and any veterinary events that occur. The ongoing data to be collected 
on a monthly basis will identify incoming and outgoing horses from training 
establishments, the reasons for them leaving training e.g. retired (reason why), 
gone for a spell, gone to another trainer, injured (type of injury and any available 
veterinary records), dead (died/euthanised and reason why), and reasons for 
any days lost from training. 

The objectives of the study are:

• To investigate the training process of Standardbred horses in order to identify 
career limiting factors that reduce the chance of a horse training and racing

• To identify risk factors for injuries and diseases that occur during the training 
process

• To identify any industry-specific processes for the improvement of equine 
health and welfare

The results of this project will outline career-limiting factors that reduce the 
chances of a horse either training or racing, help us understand why horses 
leave the racing industry,  quantify veterinary events and identify any patterns 
that may emerge.

Jasmine Tanner, a PhD student at Lincoln University, is the recipient of a NZERF 
Research Grant for this project.

The Jonathan Hope  
Young Equine Veterinarian 

Scholarship
This annual Scholarship of $10,000 aims to help young equine 
veterinarians travel, either nationally or internationally, to gain 
practical skills that will be valuable in supporting their work within the 
NZ horse industry.  
Applications must include a current CV, a letter of application, a 
detailed itinerary with letters of confirmation from the practices 
the applicant intends to visit, a budget with the cost of travel and 
accommodation and whether the applicant is providing any funding. 
At the discretion of the Selection Panel the Scholarship may be split. 
The successful applicant(s) will be required to write a report on the 
highlights of the trip suitable for publication in the NZERF Bulletin.
Applicants should apply in writing to:
The Secretary
NZ Equine Research Foundation
P O Box 52
Palmerston North
Or email nzerf@xtra.co.nz
Applications close 31 October each year
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has since reported that the horse is sound and 
working well.

Fractures of the third trochanter occur uncommonly. 
The third trochanter is a small bony ridge located 
on the outside of the femur that a number of 
important hind limb muscles attach to. Because of 
its prominence and superficial position, the third 
trochanter can be subjected to traumatic injury. 

Most reported cases have a history of a fall or direct 
trauma. However, fractures could also occur due to 
repetitive strain placed on the attaching muscles 
during high intensity work or if the hindlimb slips 
out from under the horse. Traumatic cases tend 
to present with moderate to severe lameness of 
short duration. Third trochanter fractures are most 
commonly treated conservatively with confinement 
for four to eight weeks and a rehabilitation 
programme. The prognosis is positive, with most 
reported cases becoming sound and returning to 
their original level of performance.

This case’s unique presentation of mild opposite 
hind limb lameness of several months duration 
relates to the biomechanical function of the 
musculature of the horse’s pelvis and hind limbs. 
When one hind limb is moving, the other hind limb is 
on the ground supporting the weight, stabilising and 
lifting the pelvis and providing propulsion. These 
hind limb muscles cannot function correctly if their 
attachment to bone is affected. This horse was lame 
on the right because when the left hind limb was 
on the ground, the pelvis was not stabilised, which 
resulted in the right side of the pelvis dropping and 
right hind limb having to accommodate for this, 
therefore the right hind limb was effectively ‘lame’. 
Overall, the fracture caused the horse to be lame 
and have poor performance through a destabilised 
pelvis, ineffective hindquarter engagement and 
inadequate hind limb propulsion. 

Figure 1: Bone scan images of the left (image to the 
left) and right (image to the right) femur, showing an 
increased uptake of radioactive substance (arrow) 
in the region of the third trochanter on the left femur. 
The uptake is significantly increased compared to 
the surrounding bone and the corresponding region 
on the right hindlimb.

Figure Three. Ultrasonographic images of the right 
(top) and left (bottom) third trochanter. The top image of 
the right third trochanter shows the normal appearance 
and anatomy of the third trochanter. The bottom image 
of the left third trochanter shows a fibrotic region 
of tissue between the cranially displaced avulsion 
fragment and the third trochanter (red arrow).

Figure Two. Ultrasonographic images of the right 
(top) and left (bottom) third trochanter. The top image 
shows the normal appearance and anatomy of the 
third trochanter. The bottom image of the left third 
trochanter shows an irregular hyperechoic bony 
contour on the cranial surface (red arrow) with a small, 
circular hyperechoic bony fragment (blue arrow) and 
corresponding acoustic shadowing. An anechoic pocket 
of fluid is also present (green arrow).

AN UNUSUAL CASE OF HIND LIMB LAMENESS
Krystal Grant, 2016 NZERF Massey Veterinary Student Scholarship Recipient
An eight-year-old Warmblood sport horse was 
presented for veterinary examination with a history 
of poor performance and mild hind limb lameness 
of several months duration. The owner reported 
that the horse’s demeanor, both under saddle 
and on the ground, had changed over the last few 
months. The horse had become unwilling to work 
correctly under saddle with inadequate hindquarter 
engagement and failure to move forward properly. 

On presentation, the horse was mildly (grade 
1/5) lame on the right hind limb. The horse also 
appeared to resent lateral work on both reins. 
All flexion tests were negative and there were no 
abnormalities noted on physical examination or 
palpation. 

The lameness was too subtle and inconsistent to 
be responsive to nerve blocks so the horse was 
taken for nuclear scintigraphy (bone scan). Nuclear 
scintigraphy uses radioactive substances to detect 
‘hot spots’ (areas of bone that have an increased 
uptake), indicating the area is undergoing active 
bone remodeling. The bone scan showed a hot spot 
on the third trochanter of the left femur (figure one).

Ultrasonography of the left femur was performed 
to further evaluate the hot spot. Ultrasound sends 
high frequency sound waves into tissues and 
measures the waves that are reflected back. The 
specific pattern of echoes varies depending on the 
tissue. Fluid appears anechoic (black) because it 
absorbs all the waves. Bone appears as a bright 
white (hyperechoic) line because the waves cannot 
penetrate it and are all reflected back. Soft tissues 
appear as areas of grey, white and black (mixed 
echogenicity). The ultrasound images of the left 
femur (figure two) suggested that the horse had a 
fracture of the third trochanter. The bony contour 
of the femur and third trochanter was irregular and 
a small bony fragment with acoustic shadowing 
was located next to the third trochanter. A pocket 
of fluid surrounding the fracture site was also seen, 
indicating a haematoma.

Based on these findings a diagnosis of a fracture 
of the third trochanter of the left femur with 
surrounding soft tissue damage and haematoma 
was made. The veterinarian advised confinement 
for eight weeks. At the first re-visit, the horse 
remained mildly lame and the ultrasonographic 
findings were unchanged. Further confinement 
was advised. At the second re-visit, the horse was 
not lame. On ultrasound (figure three), a fibrous 
union had formed between the bony fragment and 
the third trochanter which suggested the fracture 
had healed. The fluid volume of the surrounding 
area was much reduced from previous ultrasound 
exams; corticosteroids were injected into the area 
to further decrease the inflammation. The owner 
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New Zealand Equine 
Health Association Update:
Levies, Antimicrobial Resistance and the 
Animal Welfare Act. 

The last 12 months of NZEHA activity have been set out in the Chairman’s 
AGM report, which is available on the Equine Health Associations website 
(www.nzeha.com).

Bio-security Levy: The NZEHA proposes to consult this year with all 
those involved in the equine industry on the implementation of an equine 
biosecurity levy.  As Government Industry Agreement partners for equine 
biosecurity, the NZEHA recognises that a fairer and more sustainable 
funding base is required to support or underwrite equine biosecurity. 
Currently the NZEHA is engaging with government to ensure that our 
proposals are appropriate and consistent with legislation.  Once this has 
been confirmed we will provide consultation documents to the equine 
sector that cover the proposed amount of the levy and how it will be 
collected and managed.  Look out for information on this in your own 
equine sector’s journals, magazines and websites over the next few 
months and get ready to give us your feedback.

Antimicrobial Resistance: Most people are aware of the widespread 
concern regarding the growing problem of antimicrobial resistance.  In 
plain terms, this is when the antibiotic drugs that are used to kill bacteria 
and fungi are no longer effective because the microbes have developed 
a resistance to the actions of the antimicrobial.  The drugs we use on 
animals are also used on people, so antimicrobial resistance in the 
human sector affects our drug use in animals and vice versa.  Drug users 
across all animal and human health sectors are being called upon to use 
these precious tools with care and observe the following basic rules:

1. For general illness good first aid, nursing care and rest are your first 
resort; and if you have vaccinated your horse you get a big tick!

2. Do not use antibiotic drugs unless they are prescribed by a vet who 
has examined the animal and has selected the most appropriate 
antibiotic drug for the type of infection present (preferably confirmed 
by culture).

3. Follow your vet’s instructions regarding the drug’s route of 
administration, dose rate and dose frequency carefully.  

4. Don’t demand antibiotic drugs from your vet, especially for simple 
coughs, nicks and scratches - get a proper examination done and 
take your vet’s advice!  Don’t use antibiotic drugs left over from a 
course that wasn’t completed properly the last time; they may not be 
appropriate for this case!

Animal welfare regulations:  Recent changes in the Animal Welfare Act 
now allow instant fines to be imposed for a wide range of circumstances, 
including some in the equine sector.  They relate to things such as 
hitting a horse in the head and using inappropriate or faulty equipment 
that causes injury.  Fines of up to $25,000 may also be imposed for 
prosecutable offences such as gelding a horse without veterinary training 
and appropriate pain relief.  For all the details please follow the links at 
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/animal-welfare/guide-
to-the-animal-welfare-care-and-procedures-regulations/regulations-and-
the-animal-welfare-system/

Farewell Michael Martin
It was with real regret that we farewelled Michael Martin from the NZERF 
Board at our June Meeting in Christchurch. Michael has represented 
the NZ Thoroughbred Breeders Association on the NZERF Board since 
1997 and has been a very supportive and active board member. He 
brought a wealth of knowledge and experience to the table and took 
great interest in the technical issues of research funding. He was 
always ready to argue the welfare and performance benefits that certain 
pieces of research would bring to all NZ horses.  Michael worked on a 
number of committees during his time on the Board and most recently 
chaired the selection committee charged with choosing the successful 
Valachi Downs Young Achiever Award candidate. He was a valued Board 
member whose contributions will be sorely missed.

We trust Michael enjoyed his time with us and we wish him and his 
wife Susan every happiness and success in whatever the next stage of 
life brings.

NZERF Vice President Margaret Evans presents Michael Martin with a plaque 
to recognise his contributions to the Board.

NZERF Vet-Farrier Scholarships
This annual scholarship provided by the NZ Equine Research 
Foundation allows a veterinarian and a farrier to attend a suitable 
course or symposium, and/or spend time with colleagues in the USA. 
The scholarship is intended
• To improve the knowledge and skill of New Zealanders veterinarians 

and farriers in the care and treatment of the horses’ foot, and
• To encourage veterinarians and farriers to work together as a team 

to overcome foot problems
Applications should be made jointly by veterinarians and farriers from 
the same geographical area on the Vet/Farrier Travel Grant forms 
available from the NZERF Office, PO Box 52, Palmerston North, or 
from the website www.nzerf.co.nz 

Closing date is 30 November each year
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t h e  f o u n d at i o n  b u l l e t i n

CHAIRMAN’S CORNER
The NZ Equine Research Foundation’s History was recently published and 
launched. This is a very important and interesting document that details the 
activities the NZERF has undertaken over the years often with minimal funding. 
The benefits of all this work to the whole NZ equine industry are obvious and 
well documented in this report. 

To date the NZERF has spent over $2m on approximately 200 research 
projects. This is an outstanding result. However, its ability to enable future 
research is extremely compromised by a lack of on-going funding. Given 
that the NZ equine industry is estimated to be worth $2 billion annually, its 
current commitment of approximately $500,000 constitutes only a very small 
proportion. 

A huge thank you must go to Dr John O’Flaherty for driving the production 
of this book. John is a long serving member of the NZERF, a Past President 
and an extremely passionate advocate of research and its dissemination to 
the equine industry at large. Sadly, John is retiring from the NZERF Board in 
September. His enthusiasm and wise counsel will be greatly missed. 

In this Bulletin is a report on the Rodmor Trust Lecture Series. This year’s 
speaker was Dr Frances Peat, and her presentations were of exceptional 

quality and highly relevant to all horse people. Those who attended will have 
gained some very valuable tools to improve the outcomes of many injuries 
suffered by performance horses. 

At the Lecture Series we were also delighted to have available the latest 
NZERF booklet, “The Foal”, written by Dr Jane Axon. This is a must-read for all 
horse breeders and is written in a very simple format full of many helpful tips. 
The production of this booklet has been subsidised by the NZ Standardbred 
and Thoroughbred Breeders Associations and the NZ Equine Veterinary 
Association, and is distributed free of charge to affiliates of these groups. If 
you require a copy of this booklet, please contact your veterinarian or our 
office. 

This year’s round of research applications has now also been assessed by our 
Joint Technical Subcommittee, with 3 of 6 proposed studies being supported. 
More details on the successful projects will follow in subsequent bulletins.

Tim Pearce, NZERF Chairman

THE NZERF BOARD THANK DR ANDREA RITMEESTER AND MATAMATA VETERINARY SERVICES FOR EDITING THIS BULLETIN

NZERF CONTACT INFORMATION
The current Board Members are:
Chairman Dr Tim Pearce Bulls 06 322 2333
Vice Chairman Dr Noel Power Cambridge 027 286 2126
Secretary Mr Allan Fenwick Marton 06 327 4041

Representing: 
Equine Researchers Dr Margaret Evans Christchurch 03 312 6615
ESNZ Dr Tim Pearce Bulls 06 322 2333
HRNZ Mr Edward Rennell Christchurch 03 964 1180
Massey University Dr Erica Gee Palmerston North 06 350 5328
NZEVA Dr Noel Power Cambridge 027 286 2126
NZPCA Mrs Barbara Harvey Opunake 06 761 8420
NZRB Mr Peter Lane                Wellington 027 448 7407
NZSBA Mr Bruce Graham Christchurch 03 349 8438
NZTBA Mr John Fokerd Wellington 04 477 9953
NZTR Mr Colin Hall Wellington 04 576 6261

THE SECRETARY 
New Zealand Equine Research Foundation Inc. 

c/o Manawatu Rac ing Centre 
P O Box 52,  Palmerston North 4440 

Phone:  06 356 4940.
Fax:  06 354 2885.   
Email:  nzerf@xtra.co.nz   
Website:  www.nzerf.co.nz
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